BARRON COUNTY, WI

~—~

Department Updates

Clerk of Court
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Clerk of Court

1,499 juror qualifica-
tion questionnaires
were mailed on Sep-
tember 19" to prospec-
tive Barron County res-
idents to fulfill the
2018 jury needs.
Along with the necessi-
ty of being a Barron
County resident, the
following requirements
must also be met:
*+ A citizen of the
United States

*+ At least 18 years of
age

* You must under-
stand the English
language

+ You must not have
been summoned for
jury service in the
past 4 years

*+ You must not be
currently serving a
felony sentence.
Often those people
convicted of a felo-
ny believe they can-
not ever serve on a
jury. Once all the

conditions of their
sentence have been
completed, the indi-
vidual is eligible.

To date, 812 people
have returned their
questionnaires by com-
pleting a paper form
and returned via mail,
406 people have re-
turned their question-
naires electronically
and 281 are left to re-
spond. Answers to
questions from the re-
turned paper question-
naires need to be en-
tered into the jury soft-
ware. Itis very time
consuming. Hence,
questionnaires returned
electronically are very
much appreciated and a
great time saver as no
data needs to be en-
tered.

Each and every one of
the questionnaires sent
are followed up on.
Soon I will send a sec-
ond follow-up ques-
tionnaire, usually about
225, indicating a sub-
sequent notice will in-
clude a date and time to
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appear before Jury
Judge Boyle to explain
why they have failed to
complete their ques-
tionnaire. Approxi-
mately 90 of the 225
will not respond to the
third request. Normally
50 warrants will be is-
sued with the purge
condition to complete
the juror qualification
questionnaire. The
Sheriff Department is
diligent in serving the
warrants, but approxi-
mately one-half of
them will not be able to
be found for service.

If you received a juror
qualification question-
naire, I look forward to
working with you di-
rectly in 2018.
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Circuit Court

Judge James Babler

The entire State of Wisconsin
now has mandatory electron-
ic filing (E-Filing). Our
neighbor, Burnett County,
was the last county in the
State to become a mandatory
E-Filing county in October.
Barron County was the 6™
county in the State to go
mandatory E-Filing in Au-
gust 2016. In addition, Bar-
ron County voluntarily went
to E-Filing for Probate cases
this past July.

The mandatory E-Filing rule
requires that all civil, family,
criminal and traffic cases be
filed electronically by attor-
neys. However, the rule still
allows pro se (self-
represented litigants) to file
by paper which is then

Medical Examiner

scanned into the electronic
file. Barron County has been
entirely paperless, meaning
there are no paper files, since
January 1, 2016. While
change is always a challenge,
we have found that the transi-
tion from paper to electronic
files and electronic filing to
be a real positive for the
Court system and litigants.
We’ve seen an actual reduc-
tion in postage costs due to
the fact that all Orders and
correspondence are transmit-
ted electronically to attorneys
from the Court. In addition
we’re saving ongoing storage
space and costs because there
are no longer the paper files
to keep according to required
retention periods.

On a related note, we are now
providing text message re-
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minders in all juvenile, crimi-
nal, and traffic cases. The
court’s case management sys-
tem (CCAP) automatically
provides a text message re-
minder of court appearances
48 hours before the scheduled
hearing. This is voluntary on
the part of the litigants who
are asked in court if they
wish to receive this extra re-
minder for their scheduled
court dates. All three judges
have seen very positive re-
sponses from litigants want-
ing to have the text message
reminders. It is another ex-
ample how the Court system
in Barron County endeavors
to provide good customer ser-
vice.
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